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SERMON NOTES			        December 7, 2025
PASTOR BRIAN J BATES
[bookmark: _Hlk118552089]The Hope
Luke 1:5-7 NKJV
[bookmark: _Hlk215336712]Matthew 2:9-11 NKJV
9 “When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was.
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.
11 And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary, His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”
Eric Meyers
“There’s nobody in all of Jewish history, I could say without hesitation, who has had a greater impact on the material culture and splendor of Israel than Herod the Great. His building plans were ambitious beyond expectation, beyond belief.”
Paula Fredriksen
“Herod the Great was probably one of the most remarkable kings of the post-Biblical era in Israel, but you wouldn’t want your daughter to date him.”
[bookmark: _Hlk215338273]Luke 1:5-7 NKJV
5 “There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah. His wife was one of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.
6 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.
7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both well advanced in years.”
[bookmark: _Hlk215341412]Luke 1:25 NKJV
“Thus, the Lord has dealt with me, in the days when He looked on me, to take away my reproach among people.”
[bookmark: _Hlk215352325]Luke 1:39-45 NKJV
39 “Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of Judah,
40 and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.
41 And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.
42 Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!
43 But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?
44 For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.
45 Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord.”
[bookmark: _Hlk215352345]John 10:10 NKJV
“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”
[bookmark: _Hlk215352628]Psalm 20:7 NKJV
“Some trust in chariots, and some in horses;
But we will remember the name of the LORD our God.”
Philippians 4:13 NKJV
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
